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clothing and sheller are the three

globally recogrsed bagic necessities withoul

which human e cannol sunive on planet
earth. Together they constiute an indspersatie
wherewithal sustained by the discipline of Economics
A plethora of Bterature exists on this, nchuding
highfaiutin writings by the so-called sxpests and
specialisis. Be that as 1 may, Economics, in my view
and understanding, should be ethical consumption/
consenation that operates the bounties of Nature and
optimises her resources in material exploltation on
the basis of an intellectual construct for socety's
survival vis-a-vis its ever-changing probiems and their
exigent solutions. This & reason enaugh Lo pay
heed 0 the following exhortation because India i
expecied 10 become the thind largest consiruction
matket giobaly by 2022, Economic development is a
critical companent Nat dnves acongmic
growth in econamy, creating high wage jobs and
facilitating an improved qualty o iife. An economy s
an area of the produdtion, distribubon and trade, as
well as consumption of goods and senvices by
different agents.

Because of the diversity, and complexity jor
even perplexty] of the probliam, we nead giobal
therking such as the American genius Buckminster
Fuller pioneered, developed and demonstrated by
practical appleation of pragmalic ideas in world
perspective. The operative princlple of his approach
i "Synergy’ that he defined as "the behaviour of
whole systems unpredicted by the behaviour or
integral characterislics of any parts of the system
when the parts are consadersd only separately.” The
whole is greater thar the sum of s parts,

An ever-increasing investment s made in the
Construction and Infrastnictize seclor where thete
is an emergent need to apply such thinking. For
example, Fuller designed the geodesic dome—the
onty kind of bullding that can be 5! on the ground
as a compiete structure, and one with no miting
dimensions. The strength of the frame actualby
increases in ratio (o its slze, enciosing the langest
volume of space with the least area of surface.
This was his viflugso mvention, and he 3 it
llustrated his strategy of “starting with wholes™
fathes than the parts. The noteworthy point 5
thal a mere intelléciual handiing of the problem
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such a5 professeonal economists tend to do would
nover yield the expecied results, because they are
pitiably ignarant of the whys and wherefores

of the Construction Industry.

This crucial, o unfamiliar, factor is best explained
by Ihe discomfiting fact that though America has
produced the largest number of Nobel lagteates
b Econamics, none has 5o far been able 1o show
hiew “inflation” tiat hawnts the discipling worddwide
cowld te controfed. | onoe raised this gueston in
the annual hudget meeting of the Panjab Unkessity
Senate as its Fellow. When nobody coud answer
it, | told the celebrity university dons that the
solution efudss the best of economists because the
problem does nol ke n the discipline of Economics.
It b5 created by "greed’, whise study and solulion
belong to the discpline of Ethics thal deats with the
questions of “Right and Wrong', ‘Moral and immorat’

it shauld be clear fram this baef exposition that
Ihe holistic approach that the understanding and
eventual solution of the problems of Economics
warants cannol be expected of polfticians,
buteaucrals, or mere economisis, [ entals an
integrated experiise 1o intelligently coodinate the
planning, design and developmen! of 3 mocked that
encompasses concemns for everything— including
the Built e Human| Emaronment. Such qualification
belongs anly 1o an Architect, because he s laught
and trained 1o ook 3t ‘wholes™ rather than ‘parts’
tn solve the problem holistically and with a far sight
bardering on poetic vision. For this curious reason,
I have been promating what might strile some
experts 85 an outlandish idea for the past many
years: The next revolufion i he world would be in
Arehileciure, and Aot in any other discipling

The gargantuan task as sketched above has
been handled 10 an appreciable extent try Goonmest
Singh Chaukhan, who 5 an architect and futurist with a
passion for transforming peopie's lives. He presents
a new melhodalogy that be calls ‘Inverlonamics’'—
Erverting problems and keoking at them as econamic
opportunities. His boak imestonomics identfies eight
persistent problem areas-—namely, Honk-Free India,
Cleaner Alr, Traffic, Safer Cities, Garbage, Todlats,
Equstty, and Office of Bharat, it proposes well-resolved
and, In some cases, successiully implementad model
for tackling them. His book is & compendium of



“inngvative yel pragmatic ideas that will hive 3 dirsct
impact on our ives and help us realise the dream of
an athanced India”

Chauhan has identified eight key probiems,
as noted hefore, and offered praclical ways for
solving them. For example, a simple Re 1 fine could
generate Rs 60,000 crore annually and reduce
‘nonking” by using an ecosystem-based model
that could cause a shift in indhvidual behandour
from seif gain to colfiactive good’. As a recurment
device, he suggests-a Smart Citizen Card’ designed
to surmoont the mammoth scake of the stated
probéems It is 3 GPS-enabled SIM (Smart Ciizen
Card) instalied in all vehicles that would monior the
frequency of honks and transmit the information to
recenving lowers managed by operators, who would
then prepane and dethver Honk Bills (o the defaullees.

The problem of vehicle-based alr pollution is
similarty wiertad inlo a0 econamic opportunity,
which while reducing non-Compéance 1o undes
0%, would generate RS 20000 crore annually, The
Smart Citizen Card aiced by the Kinetic coordinates’
sunvelllance technology could fine incumbents for
winlating traffic rules, resulting in discipkned cilizens
and making our citie< walkabie again.

Goonmeeal has suggested an Index for Women's
Ernpowerment & Safety [WES] in order to create a
benchmark for design, construction and operation
of ‘Safer Cities’. The system for handiing the
mammath probilem of garbage entatls an empty
wrapper, emvelope of cardboard box that is
made 10 ook ke a unit of currency, This would
be used by a rag-picker as a confracted agent
of a Smart Waste Corporation [SWC}—a public
sector underiaking or public-private partnership
enterpnise. It would collect and sort out garbage
sent by garbage collectors, separate recyclable
and non-recyclable matenials, sell the former to
recyching plants. and send the latter to landfills or
sell to waste-to-energy plants as fuel

The public loilet-cum-coffee shop i infroduced
as an urban repowal agent in marketplaces across
Indian cities, so as to become gravilational points
arpund which all change can happen as a visible
symital of rejuvenation. If the govermment decides
ta accept and implement the author's idea, India
could get 14.00,000 clean, safe and hygienic
{oilets—all new, all for free—by 2025

The design of the boak is charming. It gently
persuades you 1o read the confents for a refrashing
encounter with offbeal ideas. The wrltien word s
ilustrated and supported by apt and strategically
placed images and digrams. Those who are
impatient with lengthy text can take recourse in
this material for 8 quicker grasp of Mmatronamics
Chauhan has done well (o rebut prospedtive
arguments agains! the concepl of the book and

the innovative (if somewhal undettiing for routine
reating) ideas that the book contains.

I ey considered opinion, all kinds of Indiz-loving
gecidon-makers who are concemed with the
edabiishment of a stable and progressive eCoNGMy.
should pay due altention 1o the author's panstakingly
developed 8 ideas to fransform India”, and see how
these could be implementad in the pursuil of making
India a world leader in atmanicbfiarts. His ideas,
igeals, and pragmatic solutions of recurrent tricky
profems are i the troest sperit with Prime Minister
Narendm Mod's larsighted nitatives in many aeas
of planning, design and development for making india
an emaable maodem nation

In conclusion, let me stress thal Ar Goonmeet
Chauhan’s ideas are defindely innovative as well as
pragmatic. However, hese thoughts are in the nature
of curative stratégies, which will without doubt yield
the conceptuaied resusts as econamy-buiding
gains—with the majr benus beng that Indians
wiould coflectively leam the basic Essons in social
ethics (hithento missing in our wayward festyle) for
becoming responsitée citizens. But the long-ferm
advantages would accrue only from the full-fledged
adoption of Buckminster Fuller's wsianary pragmatism
rocted in preventive sirategies—embaodying ideas,
designs and investtions for evenytiing, includmg
inexpensie shafter and rarsportation. This slone
could achieve what | call ‘Holiste Humanism’, by wirtue
of which India would assumdly become the futune
superpower of our collective dreams,

Decades ago Fuller had sown the seeds of
what | have envisaged (o be the "Revolution In
Architeciure’, 1o which Ar Goonmesl Chauhan
contributes substantial materizl adapbed 1o the
Indian milieu. | would call the instrement of this
welcome drastic change ARCHONOMICS. <
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